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name; that 



MERCHANT, GOULD, SMITH, EDELL, WELTER iScHMIDT 
United States Patent Application 
DECLARATION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.63 

As a below named inventor I hereby declare that: my residence, post office address and citizenship are as stated below next to my 



fKUCH,5>fc, APPARATUS AND SYSTEM FOR DISC DRIVE COMPONENTS 



The specification of which 
a. □ is attached hereto 

which I solicit a United Slates patent and as amended on (if any), which I have reviewed and for 

»yatenr«^ 

Chereby claim foreign priority benefits under Title 35 United State* Cnd* s 1 1 on** * i- - , * - 

|A H no such applications have been filed. 

yj. □ such applications have been filed as follows: 



FOREIGN APPLICATION(S), IF ANY, CLAIMING PRIORITY UNDER 35 USC § 1 19 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 



DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



COUNTRY 



ALL FOREIGN APPLICATIONS, IF ANY, FILED BEFORE THE PRIORITY APPLICATIONS 



APPLICATION NUMBER 



DATE OF FILING 
(day, month, year) 



DATE OF ISSUE 
(day, month, year) 



defined in Titie 37,^ of £JR££3 KS ±' S^SKS? 5 *S » **» »*— *» 



or PCT internal filingdate of i^totl 5 ' ^ """ Ch ""^ "* f, "" g dMe ° f * e » H °' a "" icati °» «« *= 



U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER 


DATE OF FILING (day, month, year) 











I hereby claim the benefit under Title 35, United States Code § 1 19(e) of any United States 



provisional application(s) listed below: 



VS. PROVISIONAL APPLICATION NUMBER 



60/072,652 
60/079,886 



DA TE OF FILING (Day, Month, Year) 
January 27, 1998 
March 30, 1998 
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Please direct all c rrespondence in this case to Ted Roaster at the address indicated below: 

Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, 

Welter & Schmidt 
Westwood Gateway II, Suite 400 

11150 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90025-3395 

punishable by fine or imprisonment, c^unS fa,SC StatCments «■ * e «"» - ™de are 

statements may jeopardize the va.idity of the" %££Z ™£Z^£^ ^ ^ ** ** SUCh ^ m false 
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Please direct all corresp ndence in this case to Ted R. Rittmaster at the address indicated below: 

Merchant, Gould, Smith, Edell, 

Welter & Schmidt 
Westwood Gateway II, Suite 400 

11150 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90025-3395 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on information and belief are 
believed to be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



2 


Foil Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
RUDD 


First Given Name 
GREGORY 


Second Given Name 
IAN 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 
APTOS 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


1 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
1496 DOLPHIN DRIVE, 


City 
APTOS 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95003 


Sigm 


iture of Inventor 2( 


)1: 


Date: 


; 2 


Fall Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
SCHEPPERS 


First Given Name 
KARL 




Second Given Name 
HAROLD 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

SCOTTS VALLEY 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. ! 


2 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
165 BOBS LANE 


City 

SCOTTS VALLEY 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95066 



Signature of Inventor 202: 



Date: 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
McDONNELL 



First Given Name 
THOMAS 



Second Given Name 
PATRICK 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

LOVE LAND 



State or Foreign Country 
COLORADO 



Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 




Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 
MacLEOD 



First Given Name 
DONALD 



Second Given Name 
JAMES 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

SANTA CRUZ 



State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 



Country of Citizenship 
U.K. 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 
158 WAUGH AVE 



City 

SANTA CRUZ 



State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95065 



Signature of Inventor 204: 



Date: 
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Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
WEIDLER 


First Given Name 
PAUL 


Second Given Name 


1 0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City fyf 

■TOUNTAfN P£"LTC?N 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


5 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
1087 LAKESIDE DRIVE 


City p 

TOUNTAIN Ff-T<?rJ 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95018 


1 S ' gD 


ature of Inventor 2 




Date: / 






I 2 


Foil Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
LIU 


First Given Name 
LARRY 




Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

WINNETKA 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


6 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
7307 KELVIN AVE.. #7 


City 

WINNETKA 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 91306 


1 Signature of Inventor 21 


02: 


Date: 




2 


Full Name 
Oflnventor 


Family Name 
SLEZAK 


First Given Name 
ARNOLD 




Second Given Name 
GEORGE 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

THOUSAND OAKS 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 
U.S.A. 




Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
304 MASSEY STREET 


City 

THOUSAND OAKS 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 91360 


Sign* 


iture oflnventor 2( 


)3: 


Date: 




2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
DORULLA 


First Given Name 
ROBIN 




Second Given Name ; 

F. j 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

SANTA CRUZ 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship , 

U.S.A. 


8 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
592 SPINNAKER CT 


City 

SANTA CRUZ 


State & Zip Code/Country | 
CA 95062 < 


j Signs 


tureof Inventor 20 


14: 


Date: 




2 


Full Name 
Oflnventor 


Family Name 
STEVENS 


First Given Name 
GREGG 




Second Given Name 

P. 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

BOULDER CREEK 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


9 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
900 ELSIE MAE DRIVE 


City 

BOULDER CREEK 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95066 


Signature oflnventor 201: f 'VJ2fl»- 


Date: 

3/r/j 
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2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
WEIDLER 


First Given Name 
PAUL 


Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
« duzensmp 


City 

FOUNTAIN 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


5 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
1087 LAKESIDE DRIVE 


City 

FOUNTAIN 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95018 


Sign 


ature of Inventor 2 


01: 


Date: 






Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
LIU 


First Given Name 
LARRY 


Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

WINNETKA 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


6 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
7307 KELVIN AVE., #7. 


City 

WINNETKA 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 91306 


Sign 


attire of Inventor 202: P / 


Date: 

*- 




i 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name / 
SLEZAK 


First Given Name 
ARNOLD 




Second Given Name I 
GEORGE 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 
YUKON 


State or Foreign Country 
OKLAHOMA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


7 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

9804 STONEB RIDGE DRIVE 


City 
YUKON 


State & Zip Code/Country 

OK 73099 


Signf 


iture of Inventor 2( 


13: 


Date: 




i 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
DORULLA 


First Given Name 
ROBIN 




Second Given Name 
F. 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

SANTA CRUZ 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


8 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
592 SPINNAKER CT 


City 

SANTA CRUZ 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95062 


Signa 


hire of Inventor 204: 


Date: 




2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 

STEVENS 


First Given Name 

GREGG 




Second Given Name 

P. 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

BOULDER CREEK 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 




Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
900 ELSIE MAE DRIVE 


City 

BOULDER CREEK 




State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95066 



Signature of Inventor 201 : 



Date: 



I 
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1 2 


Fall Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
WEIDLER 


First Given Name 
PAUL 


Second Given Name j 


1 ° 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

FOUNTAIN 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


5 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
1087 LAKESIDE DRIVE 


City 

FOUNTAIN 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95018 


Signature of Inventor 201: _ 1 





Date: 



m 

5 

in 



2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
LIU 


First Given Name 
LARRY 




Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

WINNETKA 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


6 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
7307 KELVIN AVE., #7 


City 

WINNETKA 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 91306 


Sign 


ature of Inventor 2 


02: 


Date: 




2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
SLEZAK 


First Given Name 
ARNOLD 




Second Given Name 
GEORGE 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 
YUKON 


State or Foreign Country 
OKLAHOMA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


1 7 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

9804 STONEBRIDGE DRIVE 


City 
YUKON 


State & Zip Code/Country 


J Sign] 


iture of Inventor 2( 




Date: 


3 


OK 73099 


2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name f 
DORULLA 


First Given Name 
ROBIN 




Second Given Name 1 

F. \ 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

SANTA CRUZ 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 
U.S.A. 


8 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
592 SPINNAKER CT 


City 

SANTA CRUZ 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95062 


Signa 


hire of Inventor 20 


4: 


Date: 




2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
STEVENS 


First Given Name 
GREGG 




Second Given Name 
P. 

! 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

BOULDER CREEK 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship i 

U.S.A. : 


9 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
900 ELSIE MAE DRIVE 


City 

BOULDER CREEK 


State & Zip Code/Country \ 
CA 95066 • 


Signature of Inventor 201 : 







Date: 
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2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
WEIDLER 


First Given Name 
PAUL 


Second Given Name j 


0 


Residence 

& fitiz#nthin 


City 

cr\\ rxrr a rw 

rUUn 1 AilN 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship ] 

U.S.A. 


5 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

IvO/ L*/\KcolL/b UKJVb 


City 

FOUNTAIN 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95018 


Sign 


ature of Inventor 2 


01: 




1 Date: 




2 


Full Name 

III lllU#lltA» 


Family Name 
LIU 


First Given Name 
LARRY 


Second Given Name 


0 


Residence 
& Oitizenship 


City 

WINNETKA 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 


6 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
7307 KELVIN AVE., #7 


City 

WINNETKA 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 91306 


Signs 


iturc of Inventor 2C 


12: 


Date: 




2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 

SLEZAK 


First Given Name 
ARNOLD 


Second Given Name 
GEORGE 


0 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

THOUSAND OAKS 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. i 


7 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

304 MASSEY STREET 


City 

THOUSAND OAKS 




State & Zip Code/Country i 
CA 91360 



Date: 



Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



Family Name 
DORULLA 



City 

SANTA CRUZ 



First Given Name 
ROBIN 



State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 



Second Given Name 

F. 



Country of Citizenship 
U.S.A. 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 
592 SPINNAKER CT 




Full Name 
Of Inventor 



Family Name 

STEVENS 



City 

SANTA CRUZ 



State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95062 



Date: 



3-1- ?<? 



First Given Name 

GREGG 



Second Given Name 

P. 



Residence 
& Citizenship 



City 

BOULDER CREEK 



State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 



Country of Citizenship 

U.S.A. 



Post Office 
Address 



Post Office Address 
900 ELSIE MAE DRIVE 



City 

BOULDER CREEK 



State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95066 



Signature of Inventor 201: 



Date: 
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1 2 


Ful! Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
KRIEGER 


First Given Name 
DIRK 


Second Given Name 
ANTHONY 


1 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

WOODSIDE 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 

U.SjV 


0 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 
740 WHISKEY HILL 


City 

WOODSIDE 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 94068 


Sigm 


iture of Inventor 202: *Tj^^ $ 


Da,e >///^f 


| 2 


Full Name 
Of Inventor 


Family Name 
VASAVAKUL 


First Given Name 
THAVEESIN 


Second Given Name 


9 1 


Residence 
& Citizenship 


City 

SCOTTS VALLEY 


State or Foreign Country 
CALIFORNIA 


Country of Citizenship 
THAILAND 


1 1 


Post Office 
Address 


Post Office Address 

5215 SCOTTS VALLEY DRIVE, #5 


City 

SCOTTS VALLEY 


State & Zip Code/Country 
CA 95066 


Signature of Inventor 203: l\\ 0 f 


Date: . , 

*hfti 



# • 
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§ 1.56 Duty t disclose inf rmati n material t patentability. 

(a) A patent by its very nature is affected with a public interest. The public interest is best served, and the most effective patent 
examination occurs when, at the time an application is being examined, the Office is aware of and evaluates the teachings of all 
information material to patentability. Each individual associated with the filing and prosecution of a patent application has a duty of 
candor and good faith in dealing with the Office, which includes a duty to disclose to the Office all information known to that individual to 
be material to patentability as defined in this section. The duty to disclose information exists with respect to each pending claim until the 
claim is canceled or withdrawn from consideration, or the application becomes abandoned. Information material to the patentability of a 
claim that is canceled or withdrawn from consideration need not be submitted if the information is not material to the patentability of any 
claim remaining under consideration in the application. There is no duty to submit information which is not material to the patentability of 
any existing claim. The duty to disclose all information known to be material to patentability is deemed to be satisfied if all information 
known to be material to patentability of any claim issued in a patent was cited by the Office or submitted to the Office in the manner 
prescribed by §§ 1.97(b)-(d) and 1.98. However, no patent will be granted on an application in connection with which fraud on the Office 
was practiced or attempted or the duty of disclosure was violated through bad faith or intentional misconduct. The Office encourages 
applicants to carefully examine: 

(1) prior art cited in search reports of a foreign patent office in a counterpart application, and 

(2) the closest information over which individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application believe any 
pending claim patentably defines, to make sure that any material information contained therein is disclosed to the Office. 

(b) Under this section, information is material to patentability when it is not cumulative to information already of record or being 
made of record in the application, and 

(1) It establishes, by itself or in combination with other information, a prima facie case of unpatentability of a claim; 

or 

(2) It refutes, or is inconsistent with, a position the applicant takes in: 

(i) Opposing an argument of unpatentability relied on by the Office, or 

(ii) Asserting an argument of patentability. 

A prima facie case of unpatentability is established when the information compels a conclusion that a claim is unpatentable under the 
preponderance of evidence, burden-of-proof standard, giving each term in the claim its broadest reasonable construction consistent with the 
specification, and before any consideration is given to evidence which may be submitted in an attempt to establish a contrary conclusion of 
patentability. 

(c) Individuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of this section are: 

(1) Each inventor named in the application: 

(2) Each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

(3) Every other person who is substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the application and who is associated with 
the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation to assign the application. 

(d) Individuals other than the attorney, agent or inventor may comply with this section by disclosing information to the attorney, 
agent, or inventor. 



